Asbestos in brake linings and clutches is considered to be a major source of asbestos exposure to the general public. Nevertheless, the asbestos exposure to the car mechanics from this source during repair of brakes and clutches is several times higher. It has been suspected that the exposure may cause lung cancer or mesothelioma in car mechanics and the union asked for an investigation. To study this subject we used linkages between the census of 1960 in Sweden and the Swedish Cancer Register and the Swedish Death Register respectively. This is a report on the preliminary findings.
Methods
The census of 1960 contains information about occupational title and industrial category in 1960. We used "mechanic" as the occupational title (code 752) and "car repair" as the industry (code 354 Ahlberg.
